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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to amendments, arguments, and remarks filed on June 
21, 2007, in which claims 1-2, 4-45, & 47-102 are presented for further 
examination. 

2. Claims 1 , 43, & 78 have been amended. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-45, & 47-102 are rejected. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, filed June 21 , 2007, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1, 43, & 78 under Moezzi et al. (US Patent No. 5,850,352) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Evans et al. (US Patent No. 5,946,444). See Office Action below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 j 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whiio| forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-2, 4-9, 11-17, 20-28, 36-45, 47-57, 60-69, 71-75, 77-98, & 102 are 

rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moezzi et al. (US Patent 

/ 
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No. 5,850,352), hereinafter referred to as Moezzi, in view of Evans et al 
5,946,444), hereinafter referred to as Evans. 

As to Claims 1, 43, & 78, Moezzi teaches a system which including 'an image 
distributing system for distributing an image having a target character 1 [see Abstract, 
fig 1a, fig 17, col 9, lines 10-14], image distributing system corresponds to Moezzi fig 
1a, fig 17 

'a character information obtaining unit for capturing a first image of the target 
character and obtaining character information of the target character 1 [fig 1a-1c, fig 6, 
col 36, line 1-3 J, Moezzi teaches capturing images of the target for example as detailed 
in fig 1a-1c; 

'a camera system for capturing plurality of images including a second image 
having at least the target character 1 [fig 1a-1c, fig 6a-6d, fig 17], camera system for 
capturing images corresponds to multiple cameras connected to the central graphics 
and visualization station, further it is noted that Moezzi specifically suggests for example 
images and photographs are stored in local computer system and/or in a storage server 
as detailed in fig 17, furthermore it is noted that Moezzi suggests video system includes 
a knowledge database containing information about the scene or images [col 10, line 
64-67] 

'an image database communicating with said camera system for receiving and 
storing said plurality of images as image data' [col 10, line 64-67, col 1 1, line 9-14], 
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Moezzi specifically suggests database containing data regarding "real-world scene", 
shapes, objects as detailed in col 11, line 9-1.1] 

'an image collecting unit for setting a selecting condition set by a user, and for 
automatically selecting image data among said plurality of said image data stored in 
said image database by identifying the target character according to character 
information thus obtained for distributing the second image including the target 
character 1 [col 1 1 , line 14-25, line 26-27, line 37-42], Moezzi suggests for example 
viewer/user interface that allows. to select specific scene or specify a criteria or multiple 
criteria to view images or scene as detailed'in col 1 1 , line 37-42, it is further noted that 
Moezzi specifically teaches multiple cameras at a sporting event that allows to identify 
target characters and distributing to the system [col 1 1 , line 26-27] ; it is further noted 
that Moezzi specifically teaches firstly "user interface" i.e. viewer/user of the scene uses 
this interface to specify a "criterion, or several criteria" that corresponds to setting a 
selecting condition set by a user [col 11, line 37-40]; 'selecting condition is a condition 
for selecting a specific characteristic of the target character 1 [col 10, line 57-63, col 11, 
line 42-47], Moezzi specifically teaches user establishes specific "criteria" for selecting 
specific image(s) from the video images as detailed in col 1 1 , line 44-47. 

'an image selecting terminal displaying a list of images collected by said image 
collecting unit to the user so that said list of images are capable of being selected by the 
user" [col 18, line 56-61], Moezzi specifically teaches interactive viewing of a scene, that 
allows users to select specific scene of both real and artificial virtual, nature as detailed 
col 18, line 56-61; 
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'an output processing unit outputting the images selected by the user from said 
list of images as displayed to at least one of a plurality of a medium appointed by the 
user' [col 15, line 31-36, fig 1a-1c, 6a-6d], Moezzi specifically teaches "output" device 
for example video display that receives video image of the scene[s] that satisfy the 
viewer/user-specific criterion as detailed in col 15, line 31-36, therefore, medium 
appointed by the user corresponds to Moezzi's "video display", furthermore, Moezzi 
also specifically suggests other interactive video and television system such as MPI 
where video is recorded in "Video CD" [col 3, line 32, line 63-64]. 

Moezzi does not explicitly disclose, "a character positioning unit for obtaining a 
time when the target character passes a predetermined point; and an object speed 
detecting unit for calculating a speed of the target character based on a distance 
between two points and a time for the target character to pass the two points; wherein 
the image collecting unit searches only images captured in a predetermined period of 
time and in a moving area which is calculated based on the time when the target 
character passes the predetermined point and the speed of the target character." 

However, Evans teaches "a character positioning unit for obtaining a time when 
the target character passes a predetermined point". Evans teaches (column 4, lines 12- 
15) a control system which supplies information to the reporting system regarding the 
time a guest came within range of a tag reader. These tag readers (column 1 , lines 62- 
64) provide information regarding identification and location of guests. Thus the control 
system of Evans is a "character positioning unit" which indicates or "obtains" the time 
when a guest or "target character" passes a predetermined point. The tag readers 
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identify target characters in a particular location, wherein this particular location is a 
strategic predetermined point (column 2, lines 30-32). 

Evans further teaches "an object speed detecting unit for calculating a speed of 
the target character based on a distance between two points and a time for the target 
character to pass the two points". Evans teaches (column 3, lines 4-12) that tag 
readers are activated when a guest or "target character" is within a specified range or 
location, wherein it is apparent that the range is located between two points. Tag 
readers are capable of determining the time when target characters are within and 
outside of a predetermined location (column 4, lines 12-15, column 1, lines 62-64). 
Thus, since speed is calculated by the time a guest is within a specific range, the tag 
readers are apparently object speed detecting units. 

Evans teaches "the image collecting unit searches only images captured in a 
predetermined period of time and in a moving area which is calculated based on the 
time when the target character passes the predetermined point and the speed of the 
target character". Evans teaches (column 3, lines 24-30) an auxiliary trigger for control 
of timing of images taken, further (column 3, lines 40-50) image storage which identifies 
target characters, the location, and the timing supplied by the control system, for 
selection and sequencing or "search" of images. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the teachings of Evans into the system of Moezzi. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to provide a system and method for creating 
personalized image collection from multiple locations to provide a satisfying still image 
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or video recollection for all individuals and their acquaintances of choice for future 
amusement and entertainment. 

As to Claim 2, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above rejection 
of claim 1. In addition, Moezzi discloses 'transmitting image data from said camera 
system to said image database 1 [fig 17, col 38, line 51-55]. 

As to Claim 4, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above rejection 
of claim 3. In addition, Moezzi discloses "capturing an image of the user who is to select 
images" [col 9, line 50-52]. 

As to Claim 5, 48-49 the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above 
rejection of Claim 4. In addition, Moezzi discloses Verifying the user who is to select 
images based on the character information 1 [col 10, line 18-23]. 

As to Claim 6 & 47, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above 
rejection of claim 3. In addition, Moezzi discloses 'image selecting terminal distributes 
the image data of said images selected by the user 1 [col 10, line 57-63]. 

As to Claim 7-8, 44, & 50, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the 
above rejection of Claim 1. In addition, Moezzi discloses 'outputting unit outputting the 
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image data of said images collected by said image collecting unit 1 [see fig 1a-1c, fig 6a- 
6d]. 

As to Claim 9, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above rejection 
of Claim 7. In addition, Moezzi discloses Image selecting terminal transmits to said 
outputting unit image selection information representing which images are selected by 
the user 1 [col 18, line 56-61]. 

As to Claim 11 & 53-54, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above 
rejection of Claim 1. In addition, Moezzi discloses 'wherein the character information 
includes data about at least one of a facial characteristic, body characteristic, and 
characteristic of wearing apparel of the target character 1 [see fig 10, fig 13a-13c, 
14,14a], further Moezzi also discloses 'storing data bout at least one of a facial 
characteristic, body characteristic, and characteristic of wearing apparel of the target 
character as the character information' [col 40, line 5-9]. 

T' 

As to Claim 12-13, 20-21, 24, 45, 51, 57, 61, & 67, the limitations of these 
claims have been noted in the above rejection of Claim 1. In addition, Moezzi discloses 
'camera system includes a plurality of cameras located within a predetermined area' 
[see fig 1a-1c„ col 20, line 44-49], plurality of cameras corresponds to Moezzi's camera 
1 thru camera 6 as detailed in fig 1a. 
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As to claim 14, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above rejection 
of claim 1. In addition, Moezzi discloses 'wherein said character information obtaining 
unit imports an image of the target character to a character information database as the 
character information of the target character 1 [col 23, line 13-18]. 

As to Claim 15, 22, 52, & 62, Moezzi teaches a system which including 
'character information obtaining unit has a plurality of cameras for capturing character 
information 1 [see fig 1a-1d, col 1 1 , line 26-29], 'said character information obtaining unit 
imports a plurality of images of the target character captured from plurality of cameras' 
[col 12, line 49-53], Moezzi also teaches 'images captured from the plurality of angles, 
said images having the target character stored in said image database' col 16, line 26- 
33, col 17, line 50-53], Moezzi specifically suggests video cameras are capable of 
shooting various angles to capture the dynamic images or view of the scenes as 
detailed in col 16, line 26-33. 

As to Claim 16 & 55, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above 
rejection of Claim 1 . In addition, Moezzi discloses 'updates previously obtained 
character information with newly obtained character information for the target character 1 
[col 19, lines 59-61]. 

As to Claims 17, 26, 56, & 66, the limitation of this claim has been noted in-the 
above rejection, in addition, Moezzi discloses 'character information includes a 



Application/Control Number: 09/864,456 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2162 

registration of data of refusal to be imaged by a person, and said image collecting unit 
does not collect images when at least one character in an image is a person who 
refuses to be imaged 1 [col 16, line 45-53]. 

As to claim 23 & 63, Moezzi discloses 'camera system includes a camera group 
including a plurality of cameras [fig la-Id], plurality of cameras corresponds to camera 
1 through camera 6, each camera of said plurality of cameras captures an image of a 
character such that the character is imaged at a plurality of different time periods by 
said plurality of cameras' [col 19, line 3-10]; 

'wherein when the character in an image captured by one of said plurality of 
cameras in said camera group is identified as the target character [fig la-id], said 
character identifying unit identifies the same character in other images captured by 
other of said plurality of cameras in said camera group as the target character 1 [col 19, 
line 11-15]. 

As to Claim 25 & 65, Moezzi discloses 'image collecting unit saves only images 
data with the target character to said image database' [col 10, line 64-67]. 

As to claim 27, 36, & 68, Moezzi discloses 'timing detecting unit for detecting a 
timing to capture an image with the target character 1 [col 25, line 21-29]; 
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"wherein said camera a system captures said plurality of images with the target 
character when said timing detecting unit detects said timing for capturing said plurality 
of images' [col 27, line 35-40]. 

As to claim 28, 69, & 71, Moezzi discloses 'timing defecting unit detects, based 
on position information about a plurality of characters, said timing for capturing an 
image when said plurality of characters are at a predetermined position 1 [col 27, line 35- 
48]. 

As to claim 37, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above rejection, 
in addition, Moezzi discloses 'timing detecting unit detects that both the target character 
and an object for attracting attention of the target character are in a predetermined 
range to be captured in an image' [col 19, line 3-10]. 

As to claim 38 & 72, Moezzi discloses 'camera system transmits the image data 
to said image database substantially at predetermined time intervals' [col 39, line 1-13]. 

As to Claim 39, 41, 73, & 75, Moezzi teaches a system which including 'image 
database substantially at predetermined time intervals' [col 33, line 7-16]. 
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As to claim 40 & 74, Moezzi discloses 'camera system transmits the image data 
to said image database when a predetermined number of images are stored in the 
camera system 1 [col 24, line 48-53], 

As to Claim 42 & 77, Moezzi discloses 'the system is structured and arranged in 
an amusement part' [col 17, line 46-50]. 

As to Claim 60 & 64, Moezzi discloses 'when a person is caught in a plurality of 
images, and when said step of identifying the target character identifies a person as the 
target character in one of the plurality of images, said step of identifying also identifies 
the person in the other of the plurality of images as the target character [see fig 1a-1c, 
fig 3]. 

As to Claim 79, Moezzi discloses 'a character information database for storing 
said character information of the target character obtained in said character information 
obtaining unit' [col 11, line 9-14], 'image collecting unit said character information from 
said character information database for identifying the target character 1 [col 1 1 , line 
14-20]. 

As to claim 80, Moezzi discloses 'wherein a character ID is allocated to the 
target character when said character information obtains said character information 
from the target character. 
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As to Claim 81, Moezzi discloses 'character information obtaining unit obtains 
said character information of the target character from the first image after said camera 
system captures said plurality of images including said second image 1 [col 11, line 58- 
62], Moezzi teaches multiple two -dimensional video images of the scene information of 
the target, further Moezzi also teaches user has the ability to choose images for 
example user specific criteria from the viewer interface as detailed in col 1 1 , line 61-62 
'image distributing system further comprising, an image screen unit for checking if the 
target character is caught in said plurality of images captured in said camera system for 
storing said second image 1 [col 11, line 65-67, col 12, line 1-3]. 

As to Claim 82-83, Moezzi discloses 'registering character information for the 
target character is performed after said capturing the plurality of images is performed' 
[col 12, line 9-1 7]. 

As to Claim 84, Moezzi discloses 1 detecting a characteristic sound to capture an 
image with the target character and capturing the image with the target character when 
the characteristic sound is detected' [see Abstract, col 12, line 27-31, col 20, line 5-6], 
Moezzi specifically teaches digital, video camera system, has the capability for 
recording, and playing both audio and video signals, therefore, Moezzi has the ability 
to capture not only image [see fig 1a-1c, fig 3], but related sound along with the image 
[col 20, line 5-6]. 
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As to Claims 85-86, Moezzi discloses 'target character is a person shown in the 
image'fig 1a-1c, fig 3, & fig 7], 

As to claim 87-89, Moezzi teaches 'camera system captures said plurality of 
said images' [fig 4], Moezzi especially disclosed multiple video camera s to capture 
images and/or moving objects from various angels, and frames as detailed in fig 4. 

As to claim 90-92, Moezzi discloses 'character information represents a 
characteristic of the target character' [col 20, line 13-17, fig 1a-1c, fig 3, fig 7]. 

As to claim 93-95, Moezzi discloses 'wherein said selecting conditions to select 
images with only the user or to select images with the user and other characters' 
[col 17, line 50-59]. 

As to claim 96-98, Moezzi discloses 'wherein said medium is a physical 
photographic medium' [col 10, line 65-67, col 11, line 1-3, line 9-11]. 

As to claim 102, Moezzi discloses, 'wherein the specific characteristic relates to 
a particular person' [col 21 , line 32-34, fig 4]. 
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7. Claims 10, 18-19, 29-35, 58-59, 70, 76, & 99-101 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moezzi (US Patent No. 5,850,352) & Evans 
(US Patent No. 5,946,444) as applied to claims 1, 43, & 78 above, and further in view of 
Narayen et al. (US Patent No. 6,035,323), hereinafter referred to as Narayen. 

As to Claim 10 & 76, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the above 
rejection of Claim 7. In addition, Moezzi discloses 'outputting unit includes at least one 
distributing the collected images [fig 17], further Moezzi also suggests storage server 
and remote transmission [col 46, line 52-54]. It is however, noted that Moezzi & Evans 
do not specifically teach "CD-R recorder, an MD recorder, a web server for distributing 
the collected images via the Internet, means for sending E-mail 1 . On the other hand, 
Narayen discloses "CD-R recorder, an MD recorder [col 8, line 12-14], a web server for 
distributing the collected images via the Internet [fig 2, element 109], means for sending 
E-mail'[col 4, line 39-41]. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Applicant's invention to utilize the teachings of Narayen et al. into video 
hypermosaicing and image collecting to generate from multiple video views of a scene 
of Moezzi et al. and Evans because all are directed to image collection, and processing 
[see Moezzi: fig 1a-1c,fig 17; Evans: column 1, lines 49-57; Narayen: fig 2, fig 4, col 6, 
line 28-34]. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
utilize the teachings of Narayen into video hypermosaicing and image collecting to 
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generate from multiple video views of a scene of Moezzi and Evans because that would 
have allowed users of Moezzi and Evans to distribute or publish images from the digital 
camera or other digital acquisition devices such as detailed in fig 2, over a network 
including internet as suggested by Narayen [fig 2, col 2, line 28-31], bringing the 
advantages of publish this media container with its digital media onto the Internet [col 7, 
line 28-32], thus improving the quality and reliability of the system. 

As to claim 18-19 & 58-59, Narayen discloses 'camera system includes at least 
one camera that is movable and said mobile camera has a wireless transmitter 1 [col 5, 
line 13-15, line 36-40, fig 2-3]. 

As to claim 29 & 70, Narayen discloses 'prompting a person in a predetermined 
area to carry a transmitter for transmitting radio waves' [col 5, line 36-40]; 'wherein said 
timing detecting unit includes a receiver for receiving the radio waves, and said timing 
detecting unit determines a distance between said transmitter [col 5, line 56-64] and 
said receiver based on the radio waves transmitted from said transmitter, and detects 
said timing for capturing an image when the distance is determined to be a 
predetermined distance' [col 6, line 31-36]. 

As to claim 30, Narayen discloses 'transmitter includes one of the ID card and 
cellular phone' [col 5, line 6-15]. 
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As to claim 31 & 35, Narayen discloses 'radio waves transmitted and received 
between said transmitter and said receiver include the character information 1 
[col 5, line 13-14]. 

As to claim 32, Moezzi discloses 'image collecting unit identifies the target 
character substantially at the time when an image is captured by said camera 
system* [fig 1a-1c, col 24, line 44-48]. 

As to claim 33, Moezzi discloses 'prompting a person prompts a person who 
refuses to be imaged to carry a transmitter 1 [col 16, line 45-53]. 

As to claim 34, Moezzi discloses image collecting unit identifies the target 
character 1 [col 17, line 46-50], 'at least one person in said image is identified as the 
target character' [col 17, line 50-53]. 'target character as a person who refuses to be 
imaged substantially at the time an image is captured by same camera system, target 
character who refuses to be imaged, said image collecting unit does not collect images 
with the target character who refuses to be imaged' [col 16, line 45-53]. 

As to claim 99-101, Moezzi suggests "user interface", particularly displaying 
"video images" [Moezzi: col 15, line 31-35]. On the other hand, Narayen discloses 
specifically digital image input device connected to the I/O devices [see Narayen: fig 3], 
further output device may be either displaying unit or physically storage unit for example 



Application/Control Number: 09/864,456 Page 1 8 

Art Unit: 2162 

disks [Narayen: col 5, line 51-53, 60-61], therefore, printing on physical paper is integral 
part of Narayen because output unit would have been printer; it is noted that one of the 
output device being "printer" [see col 5, line 52-53]. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua Bullock whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1395. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5pm EST M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on 571-272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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